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her husband sufficient time to think and make his own decisions.
For she wants Chad to feel, as she now feels, that he is the head
of the family.
In the matter of in-laws Ava Russell was harassed only by a
mother-in-law. Henrietta Baldwin thought of her husband, Douglas,
as the chieftain of a large, noisy clan standing together to challenge
and threaten her marriage.
Douglas Baldwin's family consisted of his mother, father, sister,
and brother. The brother and sister were both married with families
of their own. His mother and father had been divorced for many
years. Yet the personal responsibilities and financial obligations of
the entire group fell on Douglas' shoulders. In Henrietta's opin-
ion, Douglas welcomed the burden while he appeared to begrudge
everything he spent on her and their children.
If thrift had been necessary, she would gladly have economized
to help her husband. But Douglas was a top-flight, upper-bracket
lawyer. He had been a confirmed bachelor of forty when she mar-
ried him. Henrietta was ten years younger, a divorcee with one
child, a boy of eight.
When she met Douglas, she was leading a fairly pleasant life
with her boy. She was well established as a fashion model, was
earning a good income, and had many friends. But she had about
lost hope she would ever experience a deep, wholly absorbing love.
In her first marriage—she eloped at nineteen—there had been
sweetness and youth, but no depth and very little reality. From her
first meeting with Douglas Baldwin, she believed she had found
the real thing. Her feeling for him went far beyond sexual attrac-
tion. She loved his clever mind, his vitality and his strength, but she
loved his weaknesses, too. For a short while, she thought he loved
her in the same way.
Then even in the early months of the marriage the humiliating
quarrels over finances began. Although Douglas was the only man

